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rejected every proposal for compromise which was put before
them. The impression that they created during this con-
troversy was that they were not the masters of their own minds,
and that their ultimate allegiance was not either to their party or
to the nation, but to their Church. The late Mr. John Scurr, M.P.,
frequently intensified this impression, by stating at the meetings
of the Parliamentary Labour Party, over which I presided, that he
and his Catholic colleagues could not modify their demands without
the approval of the 'hierarchy' of their Church. On one occasion
when this statement was made, Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, who was
sitting by my side, whispered to me: 'Harry, what does your
hierarchy say?'—to which question I gave the adequate reply:
'I am it.'
The conditions under which Catholic members of the Labour
Party performed their parliamentary duties may be judged by the
pressure which the same 'hierarchy' sought to put upon non-
Catholic members* Let me illustrate this from my own experience.
The priest of one of the Catholic churches in the area that I repre-
sented, wrote to me demanding that I should 'vote for the amend-
ment which postpones the coming into operation of the Education
Bill, until financial assistance out of public funds is given to non-
provided schools,' and stated without equivocation that should I
not do so 'the Catholics of Plumstead will seriously consider the
continuance of their support for your membership at the next
election,' I stated in my reply to him that what he demanded
that I should do was, in effect, 'to deprive every child throughout
the country of the age affected of the chance of an extended educa-
tion until the financial claims of the Catholic Church had been
conceded, . , , At the time that I write this letter [2oth January
1931] I do not know what the Government is likely to advise
Parliament to do on this matter, but the issue raised by your letter
is clear, and it requires an immediate reply. The Catholic voters
in the East Woolwich Division will rightly decide for themselves
how they shall vote at the next election, but I should dishonour
both myself and my constituents if I permitted myself to be intimi-
dated by the threat that you think it right to make on their behalf.'
His reverence had, on this occasion, mistaken his man. I would
have left public life altogether, rather than have become the ordered
menial of either the Catholic or any other Church. The Amend-
ment was in due course moved by Mr. Scurr. It was forced to a
division, and carried, and the Bill was killed.

